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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE  

 

 
Happy New Year and Holy Blizzards! 

 

I hope your New Year has been safe amidst all the snow and freezing rain! 
 

The Washington State WMEA convention is February 17-нлΦ  ¢ƘŜ ²!{¢! ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳπ
rant, 111 E. Yakima Avenue, on Friday evening, 6:00 pm -7:30 pm.  We will then have ample time to attend 
the 8 PM Concert Hour where the WASTA awards will be presented for outstanding High School Instructor, 
University Studio Instructor, and Private Studio Instructor.  I look forward to supporting  our colleagues and 
their ensembles. 
 

YǳŘƻǎ ǘƻ aȅǊƴƛŜ Ǿŀƴ YŜƳǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ  ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳπ
rant.  Many thanks to Carol Pederson for her efforts in organizing  this concert hour. 
 

In closing, while the WASTA Board will have a brief meeting during dinner, it would help us all immensely if 
you would share questions or solutions regarding advocacy issues that you are having or will soon experience 
due to the on-going cuts in education budgets.  We in WASTA are all in this together and will more likely suc-
ceed if we collaborate and are able to present an informed as well as a united front.  While school boards and 
administrations often give lip service to the Arts, it has always amazed me that an activity that results in ap-
plause is often the first to be cut.   See you soon! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Walter Schwede 
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UPCOMING  DATES AT  A GLANCE  
 

 

February 17-20, 2012    

 WMEA, Yakima 
 

February 17, 2012 

Annual Membership Meeting   

6:00τ7:30 p.m. 

!ǘ ²a9!Σ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ¸ŀƪƛƳŀΣ ²! 
 

March 21-24, 2012 

ASTA National Conference 

Atlanta, GA 
 

April 1, 2012   

ASTA Application  Deadline for Small  Project Grant  
 

July 30 - August 3, 2012 

53rd Birch Bay Workshop 
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WMEA CONFERENCE 

February 17 - 20, 2012  |  Yakima, Washington 

Orchestra Sessions 

February 17 | 1:15 pm ï 2:30 pm  
 

The Practice Puzzle |  Elizabeth Petersen,  Renton SD, Renton WA  
Or "What are my students really doing in the practice room and how can I improve it?" Music teachers frequently remind their students to practice but don't always teach 
them how. Drawing on both her research and her experience with elementary and high school students, the presenter suggests traits of effective practice and ways to teach 
students to practice effectively. 
 

February 18 | 9:00 am ï 10:15 am  

  

Back to Basics: Establishing Good Intonation |  Terry Shade, Issaquah SD, Issaquah, WA  
Superior orchestras have one thing in common - superior intonation! Mrs. Shade will share ideas that can be used throughout the first year of orchestra. She will demonstrate 
with rote exercises, technical drills, and literature. Mrs. Shade believes in fast-paced classes, and her session will show how pacing increases faster learning and retention. 
 

February 18 | 1:15 pm  ï 2:30 pm  

  

Accompaniment Styles for Strings | Renata Bratt, Teacher/Clinician, Scotts Valley, CA  

Your students can expand their harmonic and chord knowledge by learning how to accompany fiddle tunes. String orchestra students can play chord changes on their instru-
ments and accompany each other. Please bring your instruments! 
 

February 18 | 2:45 pm ï 4:00 pm  

  

The Civics of Playing in the Orchestra |  Jeffrey Bell -Hanson, Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, WA  
Orchestral (or ensemble) participation offers a laboratory experience in the civic virtues of cooperation, collaboration, mutual respect and support unlike any other activity that 
takes place in our schools. In this session, we will explore ways to consciously engage those values as students learn music in which they are enshrined and perfect the art 
of playing it together. 
 

February 19 | 9:00 am  ï 10:15 am  

  

Building from the Bottom |  Ruth Boden, Washington State University, Pullman, WA  

Establishing good playing and postural habits for low strings players must occur from the beginning. Common set-up problems will be addressed, particularly as they relate to 
differences in body sizes and body shapes. This presentation will look at topics that are generally too uncomfortable to discuss in class and solutions to common problems. 
Questions will be welcome at the end. 
 

February 19 | 10:30 am ï 11:45 am  

  

Get to the Roots of It! | Karen Cramer, Kenmore Jr. High, Northshore School District, Kenmore, WA  

Incorporating fiddle/bluegrass tunes and instruments into the string program is perfect for teaching American music history, improvisation, ear training, chord structure and 
technique while building family and community relationships. Participate in a bluegrass jam and learn how to start a Roots program, involving students within and outside the 
school orchestra. 
 

February 19 | 1:15 pm ï 2:30 pm  

  

Using String -Instrument Physics to Enhance Practice Results | Meredith Arksey, Washington State University, Pullman, WA  

Teaching students to work with the physics of the violin/viola will make their home practicing more interesting and productive. Bring your violin/viola and explore the relation-
ships between tone and string-vibration width; harmonics and the overtone series; intonation and the use of sympathetic vibrations and resultant (ghost) tones; the balance of 
the bow and how it affects ricochet, spiccato and sautillé. 
 

February 19 | 2:45 pm ï 4:00 pm  

  

Wintergrass Music for String Orchestra Reading Session | Elizabeth Fortune -Gobo, Washington Middle School, Seattle, WA  

This reading session, directed by Renata Bratt, PhD, and Elizabeth Fortune will feature great new, and tried and true alt-styles pieces (with a special emphasis on fiddle 
styles) for string orchestra, as well as ideas for learning how to "get off the page" and jump into the mysterious world of jamming by ear. Bring your instrument, all levels 
welcome! 
 

February 19 | 2:45 pm ï 4:00 pm  

  

Roundtable: Growing Our Community and Youth Orchestras | Toni Reineke, West Seattle Community Orchestra, Seattle, WA  

Itôs an idea whose time has come: Numerous community orchestras (youth only, adult only, or mixed) recently have sprung up around our state. In seminar style, weôll dis-
cuss issues and opportunities, interfacing with schools, managing growth, auditioning or not, locating repertoire, concert frequency, moving to nonprofit status. The success 
of this session will depend on lively participation by the audience! 



                                    

 

. 
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You are invited to an informal 

άaŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜǘέ 

WASTA Dinner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Friday, February 17, 2010    

Santiago's 

111 East Yakima Ave.  

Yakima, WA. 

6:00 PM 
      

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy dinner with your colleagues 

    then plan to attend the 

Concert Hour 

 at 

    Yakima Convention Center 

    8:00 PM 
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                           Getting Around  

                         to Eclectic Strings  
                                                 By Elizabeth Fortune 

 

 

 

 
The time is ripe for integrating something new into your string curriculum!  There will  be lots of exciting Eclectic Strings opportuni-
ties coming down the pike, right here in our own back yard.  I hope to see you all at one of these events. 
 
 

WMEA 
 

Accompaniment Styles for Strings -- Bring your instrument!  Dr. Renata Bratt will talk about creative ways to orchestrate tunes 
learned by ear, for all string players, from melody to creative accompaniments in all sections of the orchestra.  Saturday February 
18, 1:15 to 2:30pm, check schedule for room number. 
 

Get to the Roots of It!-- Director of Orchestras at Kenmore Junior High, Karen Cramer,  colleague Tom Peterson, and International 
Bluegrass Music Association representative Trisha Tubbs will present about the Bluegrass Music program at Kenmore Junior High 
School -- Sunday February 19, 1:15 to 2:30pm, check schedule for room number. 
 

Wintergrass Music For String Orchestra -- Bring your instrument!  Director of Orchestras at Seattle's Washington Middle School /
Director of Education for the Wintergrass Bluegrass Festival, Elizabeth Fortune, and Dr. Renata Bratt will conduct a reading session 
of choice orchestral literature that will appeal to your creativity and lead you down the path of Eclectic Strings.  Eclectic Strings 
teaching tips will also be covered! -- Sunday February 19, 2:45 to 4:00pm, check schedule for room number. 
 
 

Wintergrass Music Festival -- Hyatt Regency -- Bellevue, WA -- February 23-26 
 

Educators Workshop -- with leading specialist in the area of a Motivational Design, Dr. Tom Kopp from University of Miami, Ohio -- 
an all day workshop for educators of all types.  The focus will be on harnessing your students' motivation through the use of Ameri-
can Roots Music and Dance.  Cost is $75 in advance/ $85 day of, for an all day clinic, with eight WA State clock hours available from 
Seattle Public Schools (at a small additional fee).  A Friday Wintergrass Festival pass will be included with tuition (your chance to 
catch the Bluegrass legend Ricky Skaggs and his band The Kentucky Thunder -- NOT TO BE MISSED!).  Friday February 24, Bellevue 
Hyatt Cedar Ballroom, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 
To register, go to the Wintergrass Web Site at  http://www.acousticsound.org/educators.html 
 

The Wintergrass Youth Academy -- with Eclectic Musical Artist Joe Craven, and Co-directors Elizabeth Fortune and Dr. Renata Bratt 
-- a two day workshop and performance opportunity for children, ages 7 to 14.  This educational program is designed to authenti-
cally transmit the music and practices of the Bluegrass tradition, with modern, zany twists that come about spontaneously when 
Joe Craven is working his magic.  This is an all by-ear musical experience for beginners thru advanced players of bowed stringed 
instruments, guitars, mandolins, and banjos!  Workshop will run all day Thursday February 23 and all day Friday February 24, culmi-
nating with a performance on Friday evening in the Bellevue Hyatt Evergreen Ballroom.  To register, go to the Wintergrass Web 
Site at: http://www.acousticsound.org/youth.html 
 
The Wintergrass Youth Orchestra -- Conducted by ASTA President, Bob Phillips -- this International Bluegrass Music Association 
"2011 Event of the Year" nominated event includes Puget Sound Region public school orchestra students performing on stage with 
some of the Wintergrass Festival's top headlining acts.  The orchestra will be performing with Darol Anger, Bruce Molsky, Rushad 
Eggleston, The Wilders, Vasen, and The Claire Lynch Band.  The performance is Sunday February 26, at 10:30 am in the Bellevue 
Hyatt Grand Ballroom.  To register, go to the Wintergrass Web Site at: http://www.acousticsound.org/youth.html 
 

http://www.acousticsound.org/educators.html
http://www.acousticsound.org/youth.html
http://www.acousticsound.org/youth.html


 

ANNOUNCE YOUR  

UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

WASTA Overtones would like to include information about your upcoming events.  
You must be a member to put in an event.  For example: 

 

March 1, 2011, 7:30 pm: SPU Orchestra Concert at First Free Methodist Church, Se-
attle, WA., Admisstion:  No Charge 

 
 

 

Send Your News Items  

for publication to:  
 

Overtones 

Ramona Holmes 

Seattle Pacific University 

3307 Third Avenue West Suite 

310 

Seattle, WA   98119 

ramonaho@spu.edu 
 

Winter Deadline:  

March 1, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

WASTAôS WEB-SITE 

www.w-asta.org 
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